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Agencies present preliminary concepts for new White House
fence during informational presentation to the Commission
of Fine Arts

(WASHINGTON) — The United States Secret Service (USSS) and National Park Service (NPS)
today provided an informational presentation before the Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) on
preliminary concepts for a new White House fence. The agencies will provide the same
informational presentation to the National Capital Planning Commission (NCPC) in May. USSS
and NPS will present refined concepts for approval to both commissions later this summer.

The preliminary long-term fence concept presented today is part of a phased approach to enhance
security of the White House and its environs. The initial phase focuses on the fence around the
White House and its immediate grounds. Later this summer, the USSS and NPS will provide an
informational presentation before the commissions on preliminary concepts for an updated fence
around the U.S. Department of the Treasury and Eisenhower Executive Office Building— phase
two of the effort. A phased approach allows the agencies to address priority needs as
expeditiously as possible.

The preliminary concept for the fence around the White House and grounds considers a taller
and stronger fence that incorporates anti-climb and intrusion detection technology, while
respecting the historical significance and visitor experience at the White House.

There are still several additional steps before construction could begin on a new fence, and a
timeline is not concrete. The agencies currently expect construction of the complex perimeter
fence will begin in 2018.

In May 2015, the USSS and NPS began implementing a series of temporary security

enhancements and aesthetic improvements for the White House complex. These temporary
security measures to E Street, NW, the Ellipse and the removable anti-climb feature installed on
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the top of the White House fence, have provided enhanced protection for the White House and
will remain in place until the long-term solutions are fully implemented.

The USSS and NPS take the security of the White House seriously. The agencies have been
working hand-in-hand, and collaborating with other federal partners, to develop appropriate
enhancements that satisfy their individual missions — ensuring the security of the White House
and its occupants and keeping the White House and grounds as accessible as possible to the
public.
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About the United States Secret Service: The United States Secret Service was originally
founded in 1865 for the purpose of suppressing the counterfeiting of U.S. currency. Now an
agency within the Department of Homeland Security, the USSS is widely known for its
protective mission in safeguarding the nation’s highest elected officials, visiting foreign
dignitaries, and events of national significance. Today, the USSS maintains a unique integrated
mission of protection and investigations, as one of the premier law enforcement organizations
charged with investigating cyber and financial crimes.

About the National Park Service: More than 20,000 National Park Service employees care for
America’s 411 national parks and work with communities across the nation to help preserve
local history and create close-to-home recreational opportunities.

The National Park Service has cared for the White House and its grounds since 1933. President’s
Park, which includes the Ellipse and Lafayette Park, was officially included in the national park
system in 1961.



